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Abstract

This article examines the legal validity and political sustainability of constitutionally integrated
autonomy regimes as mechanisms for implementing the right to self-determination in prolonged
territorial disputes. Drawing on the doctrinal contributions of Crawford, Cassese, Shaw and
Weller, as well as the evolving practice of the United Nations Security Council from Resolution
1754 (2007) to Resolution 2797 (2025), the article argues that internal self-determination, realised
through genuine autonomy arrangements subject to constitutional and judicial oversight, may
constitute a legally sound and contextually appropriate modality for addressing disputes in which

external self-determination remains legally contested or institutionally impracticable.

The study analyses the institutional architecture of such arrangements, including the distribution
of competences, the governance of natural resources, safeguards for state unity, and mechanisms
designed to prevent secessionist spillover effects. Comparative reference is made to the South Tyrol
and Aland Islands models in order to situate autonomy within established constitutional practice

rather than exceptional political compromise.

The analysis suggests that the gradual shift in Security Council language towards negotiated,
realistic and mutually acceptable political solutions reflects an increasing doctrinal convergence
within contemporary international law. In this perspective, constitutionally entrenched autonomy
may be understood not as a deviation from the law of self-determination, but as one of its evolving

modalities within the framework of state sovereignty and institutional stability.



Keywords: self-determination, autonomy, territorial dispute, Security Council, Moroccan Sahara,

constitutional integration, natural resources governance, state unity.
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